
 

 

 2016 Progressive* Guide to 

Annual Conference  
Items of interest to all people working for  

a church of justice, welcome, peace, and equality for all 
*And, yeah, we have problems with the word ôprogressiveõ, but we donõt have anything better to offer at the moment. So weõre coping. : )  

BMC Worship 
Service  

Each year the BMC worship offers a space for the lgbtq 

and allied community to come together to celebrate, up-

lift and strengthen one another in the context of worship. 

It is particularly important that we come together this 

year to share our grief and determination. The worship 

will include a ritual of remembrance and solidarity for the 

lgbtq community in Orlando. Bonnie Kline Smeltzer 

(University Baptist and Brethren Church) will be our 

preacher. Please come and bring a friend.  

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мǎǘ 
пΥмр-с ǇΦƳΦΣ hŀƪ 

hzxlpyÖ~ęTlõnõ~ 
Luncheon 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мǎǘ 

мнǇƳΣ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ D ŀƴŘ I 

òLook Back to Look Forwardó  
Come join us for our Annual Lunch-
eon with speaker Shirley Kirkwood. 
Donõt forget about our silent auction 
where you can help support the work 
that we do.  



 

 

WAYS TO STAY INFORMED  

 

If  you are attending Annual Conference, and want to receive in-
formation and updates, please sign up for the ògroup textó option. 
Please sign in as a òstudentó so On Earth Peace can send out up-
dates via texts as needed during conference. Sign up with this 
link  https://www.remind.com/join/f3k8kc  or come to the On 
Earth Peace Booth at Annual Conference at 4:30 Wednesday - Sat-
urday to check in.  
 

HOW TO SHOW SUPPORT  

 

Things to do at the On Earth Peace booth:  
1) Write your response to the question that On Earth Peace is 

continually asking: What would Jesus do in the World Today?  
2) Pick up an On Earth Peace button to wear and show your sup-

port (and feel free to make a small donation). Feel free to take 
more than one and share with other supporters.  

3) Come by and tell us why On Earth Peace is important to you 
and/or has positively impacted your life or the life of  the 
church. (This is good practice for speeches at the microphone).  

 
If  you are at Annual Conference, you can share your vocal sup-
port of  On Earth Peace and the positive ways it has influenced 
you and/or the denomination at the microphone if/when busi-
ness items arrive.  
 
Anyone can help support On Earth Peace, even if  you are not at 
Annual Conference. Please pray around 8am (in your time zone) 
for the Annual Conference culture to shift from being closed with 
minds made up, to being open and able to consider òA Biblical Ba-
sis for Inclusionó. You can also share the paper, òA Biblical Basis 
for Inclusion: A Pastorõs Journeyó with people you know. The link 
can be found here http://bit.ly/1qE59iy .  
 

On Earth 

Peace  

Visit the 

Progressive 

Booths  

We are back for another year 
in the exhibit hall! Here is a 
place to hang out with good 
people, learn more about 
BMC, and pick up some good 
resources for yourself or your 
congregation. Please contact 
Carol at bmc@bmclgbt.org if 
you would be willing to help 
staff the booth. See you there!  

This year we are creating a safe 
and relaxing space. We have a 
rug that we will be adding to, tea 
and coffee and some buttons to 
support transfolk. We look for-
ward to seeing you!  

Stop by the Open Table Booth 
in the exhibit hall, meet some of 
our board members, connect 
with Open Table and Progres-
sive Brethren events throughout 
conference, ask questions about 
business and enjoy paper-cut 
artwork.  

https://www.remind.com/join/f3k8kc
http://bit.ly/1qE59iy
mailto:bmc@bmclgbt.org


 

 

WHERE TO SIT IN THE BUSINESS  
There will be a progressive section in the 
business this year. Sara Davis will be at all of 
the business sessions and be leading a pray-
er 10 minutes before each session.  She will 
be wearing a tie-dye shirt so you can find 
her easily.  
 
WHERE TO FIND HELP  
BMC and the Supportive Communities Network are 
providing chaplaincy service for anyone who needs a 
supportive presence during Annual Conference. Kim 
McDowell (University Park COB) is coordinating this 
effort. You may identify SCN pastors and lgbtq people 
by their rainbow lanyards. Chaplains on duty may be 
reached by calling Kim McDowell at  (301) 675-1541, or 
by going to the Annual Conference Office in the Saw-
grass Room.  
 
OPEN TABLE COOPERATIVE: BUILDING 
COMMUNITY TODAY  
Open, welcoming churches are growing and thriving 
from coast to coast. Learn how an inclusive movement 
emerging in the church is charting a course for the com-
ing century. Even in the middle of painful conversations-
within the church and across society-how are congrega-
tions creating sacred, healing space? (If needed, this time 
may be an opportunity for Progressives to gather and 
respond to business or conference events.) Friday, July 1 
at 9pm in Heritage.  
 
#LOVENOTHATE A NEW WORLD COMING  
This is an opportunity to bear witness to the massacre in 
Orlando and to offer a visible challenge to HB2, the 
Public Facilities and Privacy Security Act, passed by the 
state of North Carolina legislators in March 2016. This 
law is generally recognized as the most anti-lgbtq piece of 
legislation in the US today. In addition to eliminating anti
-discrimination protections for lgbtq people and legislat-
ing that individuals must use restrooms and changing 
facilities that òcorrespond to the sex on their birth certifi-
cate,ó the bill also prohibits local municipalities in NC 
from setting a local minimum wage, regulating child la-
bor, and enacting anti-discrimination policies. This wit-
ness will provide an opportunity to express your solidari-
ty with those most impacted by this hostile legislation.   

òSTANDING UP FOR OURSELVESó  
TRAINING  
For many of us, this is already a difficult and troubling 
Annual Conference. To help prepare us, Matt Guynn 
from On Earth Peace, has graciously agreed to lead a 
brief training on techniques of non-violent engage-
ment and response that can help to ground, sustain 
and empower us to stand up for ourselves in the midst 
of conflict.  
Wednesday, June 29, 3:00 ð 4:15 pm Turnberry 
 
SCN BRIEFING  
Sara Davis (La Verne COB) and Rob Miller 
(Northview COB) will report about the Standing Com-
mittee meetings, including recommendations for any 
action steps that might be needed. We will also hear a 
report about the results of the appeals hearing for 
Chris Zepp, Jeff Carr and the Bridgewater congrega-
tion that is scheduled for Monday evening.  
Wednesday, June 29, 4:15 ð 5:00 in Turnberry. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS TO WATCH  
1) Same Sex Weddings - This query references the 
1983 Human Sexuality paperõs stance on same gender 
relationships and queries clarity at a denominational 
level for what to do with congregations and creden-
tialed ministers who perform these.  
2) On Earth Peace Reportability/Accountability to 
Annual Conference - This query sites the OEP 2011 
statement of inclusion and the 2015 poster that used a 
female pronoun for God as means to question if OEP 
should remain an agency of the COB.  
3) Living Together as Christ Calls - This query wants 
to set up a committee to address the roots of our ten-
sion and develop strategies to move forward.  
4) Viability of On Earth Peace as an Agency of the 
Church of the Brethren - This query sites OEP as cre-
ating more conflict than peace and asks if OEP should 
be dissolved and absorbed into the general staff.  
 
PRAYER FOR WOMEN ON THE BALLOT  
It takes great courage to accept the call to be on the 
ballot at Annual Conference. Help us support the 
women who are on the ballot this year. Join us for a 
prayer at our booth at 1:40 on Thursday.  

Business Responses 

And events  




